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perform.   Every educated Indian has a unique privilege: he can become
a missionary in hygiene and sanitation,
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120. THE SALT TAX

A rumour is afloat that, to commemorate the visit of the Prince of
Wales to India next November as well as to pacify the Indian people,
the salt tax is entirely to be abolished. Every Indian sincerely hopes
that this is well founded and will prove true,

[From Gujarati]
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121. SIR HENRY LAWRENCE
This great man was born in Ceylon on June 28, 1806. As he was
born in the city of Matara1, in jest, his mother called him "the Jewel of
Matara", and he proved to be a real jewel indeed. In 1823 he went to
Calcutta, where he got employment in the Bengal Artillery. The first
responsible work entrusted to him was during the First Burmese War2.
While discharging his duty during that war, he fell ill and had to go to
England where, instead of passing his time in sports and amusements,
he devoted it to study. He returned to India in 1830, and rejoined his
battalion. He then studied Hindustani and Persian. He spent all his
free time in solitude. One of his reasons for doing so was that he
wanted to save as much money as possible for his mother. In the mean-
while, he was appointed to a very important and responsible post, where
he fully utilized the knowledge he had acquired during his illness in
England. The work entrusted to him was that of carrying out a survey
in the North-West Province for the purpose of levying taxes from the
people there. The real merits of Lawrence came to be known then.
Though a soldier, he had a very tender and merciful heart. The survey
work brought him into close contact with the poor, and this enabled
him to understand the feelings and the manners and customs of the peo-
ple. He became one of them and mixed freely with them. As he was
very hard-working and persevering, the idlers under him hated him.
He did not hesitate to use compulsion against shirkers. Once it .hap-
pened that one of the survey officers committed a blunder, to rectify
which Lawrence ordered him to visit the place again. As the place was
ten miles away, the surveyor hesitated to go. He was thereupon sent
there in a litter. But despite this the man obstinately refused to work.
1 A seaport in South Ceylon
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